AUx2 Spring 2020
Sections 001, 005, 009, 039
Final Project & Presentation

The “Imagine” Project

Situation
We began the semester with John Rawls’ introduction of the Veil of Ignorance, a way of conceiving of a fair, just, and equitable society. We’ve spent the semester discussing our distance from that imagined, just society -- American society is built on the foundation of discrimination, and systems of privilege and oppression are built from that foundation. But despair not! There is hope, and that hope is your imagination and drive. 

You can imagine a fair, just, equitable society, and there are steps to take to get us there. We can’t fix the world in one semester (would that it were so!), but we can offer information, analysis, ideas, and action steps toward positive, realistic changes. These changes can be on the individual, institutional, or systemic levels. 

Task
For this final project, you will re-envision, revise, and offer steps to restructure a system of oppression. You’ll work individually or in small groups to design a creative project that situates and reimagines a system of privilege and oppression, and you will offer actions we can take toward your imagined world.   

Questions to consider
· How did the system become the system? In other words, what are the socio-historical factors that built the system into its present-day configuration? (past)
· What does the system look like now? (present)
· What major aspects or parts of the system would you want to be different? 
· What does your imagined system/world look like, and why? (future)
· What are the benefits and disadvantages (or, the upsides and downsides) to your imagined system?
· What do two or three major, contemporary, credible voices say about this? With whom do you agree or disagree, and why? 
· What can we do to help move the system toward your imagined reality? 



Creative projects you might present:
Documentary, website, interviews, short play, webisode, podcast, graphic design ad campaign, proposal for a social justice movement (includes budget), children’s textbook, and (ugh, fine) Powerpoint

Example:
Let’s say you are disgusted with the racist, oppressive technology that creates and perpetuates facial recognition software that only recognizes whiteness. How 2019, you think. And you’re not even an engineering major -- you’re just a regular old PoliSci major. 

Walk yourself through the steps:
1. Why do you give a shit about this?
2. What is the history of this system, or, how was it built? (past)
3. Who does the system benefit and oppress right now, and how? (present)
4. What do you imagine the system could look like? How so? (future)
5. What do a few experts say about this? With whom do you agree or disagree, and why? 
6. What could actually be done to revise and restructure this system to help create a fair, just, and equitable world?  

Since you’re a PoliSci major, maybe you want to work with STEM faculty to create a two-pronged social media campaign that 1) highlights the inherent discrimination in the building of the software and 2) showcases the diversity of AU students working in STEM fields. And, maybe through this campaign, you want to create an event, an actual STEM fair, that asks these students to talk about how they followed their curiosity into the fields, how they’ve succeeded within their majors, and what’s been the hardest and most rewarding part. And maybe they could share their research with the audience and administration. And maybe the thing that we could all do is fucking show up to this event and cheer them on, and show support for people who are working every day to change technologies and tech-focused career paths just by continuing to be who they are and do what interests them.     
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